re 


©DLF ( 


Map Graphics 


From a Private Collection, Photo by Ronald Pretzer 


Courtesy Cork Public Museum 


12 


34 


44 


o7 


Young James S. Wadsworth 
(“The Stuff of Legends” page 34) 


VOLUME 4 ¢ NUMBER 1 


WHAT CAUSED THE CIVIL WAR? 


Subsequent “political correctness” notwithstanding, 
contemporary evidence makes it quite clear what 
caused the Civil War. —James M. McPherson 


COMRADES OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS 

In the aftermath of the defeats at Gettysburg and 

Vicksburg, Confederate Major General Patrick 

Cleburne came up with an imaginative way to 

reinforce the esprit de corps of his division. 
—Mauriel Joslyn 


THE STUFF OF LEGENDS 


For some, no sacrifice was too great. 
— Wayne Mahood 


“BUTCHER” GRANT AND THE OVERLAND 


CAMPAIGN 
The ghost of “Grant the butcher” haunts Civil War 
lore. But what of the facts? —Gordon C. Rhea 


“GIVE ’EM HELL” 

The Battle of Fayetteville, April 18, 1863, pitted 
Unionist Arkansans and Confederate Arkansans 
against one another. —Russell L. Mahan 


76 ONE OF THE MOST GALLANT MEN 
| From Gettysburg to Petersburg, Irish color guard 
& | Patrick De Lacy of the 143rd Pensylvania appeared 
f ee: to have a charmed life... —Kevin O’Brien 
83 A NOSTALGIC PANORAMA 
The Kurz and Allison Civil War illustrations owed 
much to Louis Kurz’ background as a theatrical 
| scene painter. —Harold Holzer and Mark Neely 
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Order to outstanding individuals who have exhibited 
the principles Cleburne promoted. 
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12 “ONLY A MIRACLE CAN SAVE US” 


Early in August 1864 Ulysses S. Grant resolved to try 
again to crack the rebel defenses north of the James. 
The result was the Second Battle of Deep Bottom. 
—Bryce Suderow 
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Wallace redeemed his honor at the Battle of 
Monocacy. —Gloria Baker Swift and Gail Stephens 


31 ONE WHO GOT AWAY 


John Surratt was a key player in the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln. Yet he was never found guilty. 
—James E. T. Lange and Katherine DeWitt, Jr. 


== 


59 MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME—AT WAR 


For the women of war-torn Kentucky, the Civil War 
was often literally right at their door. 
—Susan Lyons Hughes 


oe iia Rie 70 THE INNER FLORIDA BLOCKADE 


( “My Old Kentucky Home-At War” page 59 ) Amid the palmetto scrubs and cypress swamps of 
| northeast Florida, the U.S. navy battled rebel 
| 


steamers operating on the St. Johns River. 
—George E. Buker 
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Florida State Archives 


“Prince,” contraband pilot of the Uncas. 
(“Inner Florida Blockade,” page 70) 
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_ Library of Congress 


Do You Know? 
(“Do You Know?” page 51) 


Colorado Historical Society 


Sand Creek Massacre 
(“Race in the Civil War” page 36) 


Courtesy Gettysburg National Military Park 


Scene on Cemetery Hill 
(“Last Chance For Victory” page 76) 
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12 WHAT WAS WRONG WITH THE 
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC? 


Time and again the war-horse of the Union armies 
seemed unable to get it together on the battlefield. A 
panel of historians offers some possible explanation..... 
— Gordon Rhea, Richard Rollins, Stephen Sears, 
and John Y. Simon 


24 “THE BEST HATED MAN IN THE ARMY” 


The brilliant, stormy career of Major General William 
Babcock Hazen. —James R. Furqueron 


36 RACE IN THE CIVIL WAR 


Just as race had helped to cause the war, so attitudes 
toward—and definitions of—race helped shape it. 
—Mark Grimsley 


96 WHAT REALLY HAPPENED AT SNAKE CREEK GAP? 


The conventional account of the opening of the 1864 
Georgia Campaign is that William T. Sherman swiftly 
bamboozled Joseph E. Johnston. There is another 
interpretation. —Steven H. Newton 


68 THE OTHER DAHLGREN 


Admiral John Dahlgren is a famous Union Civil War 
figure. But what of his Confederate brother, Charles? 
—Bruce Allardice 


76 LAST CHANCE FOR VICTORY 


At the conclusion of the first day’s fighting at 
Gettysburg, Robert E. Lee had a number of options. Did 
he choose wisely? —Scott Bowden and Bill Ward 
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COURTESY CHRIS HEISEY 


George A. Atzerodt (“Knapsack,” page 8) 


The Assault on Fort Fisher 
(“Despair, Hope, and Delusion,” page 60) 


Washington’s Headquarters along Brandywine Creek. 
(“In the Shadow of Washington,” page 14) 
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IN THE SHADOW OF WASHINGTON 

Robert E. Lee, Washington, and the strategy of the 
Revolutionary War. How far did Lee shape his role and 
that of his army on those of Washington and the 
Continental Army? And was this influence positive or 
negative for the Confederacy? —Rick McCaslin 


APOSTLES OF SECESSION 

In the winter of 1860-1861 several Deep South states 
sent “secession commissioners” to other slave states, to 
persuade them to join the ranks of the secessionists. 
What were their arguments? —Charles B. Dew 


“THE HOTTEST PLACE | WAS EVER IN” 

The Battle of Haw’s Shop, May 28, 1864, was the first in 
which Major General Wade Hampton commanded the 
cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia. The seven- 
hour battle would show what Hampton was made of... 
—Gordon C. Rhea 


DESPAIR, HOPE, AND DELUSION 


Even as their military effort collapsed, the morale of 
many Southerners continued to be high. 
—George C. Rable 


TWO TALES OF TENNESSEE 


Two actions—one from 1862, one from 1863— 
demonstrate the importance both of the commander on 
the spot and of the overall organization of cavalry to its 
success. —Lawrence Schiller 
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COURTESY DR. TOM & KAREN SWEENEY, GENERAL SWEENY’S MUSEUM 


Brown's Ferry taker 
‘\ 4 from Hazen’s pontoc 
\\r 27 October. See inset 


Opening of the “Cracker Line” Map Section 
(“The Best Hated Man in the Army” page 66) 


Battle of Champion Hill 
(“Charles Bell: Union Scout” page 26) 
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PICKETT’S CHARGE AND THE PRINCIPLES OF WAR 


Pickett’s Charge is often seen simply as a bad move on 
Lee’s part. In fact there were cogent reasons for making 
the attempt. —Rich Rollins 


CHARLIE BELL: UNION SCOUT 


One of the most successful scouts of the war, Bell carried 
out no fewer than thirty-seven missions behind enemy 
lines, and made an important contribution to the 
Vicksburg Campaign. — William B. Feis 


“IT HAUNTS ME NIGHT AND DAY” 


Fate brought Major General James G. Blunt’s wagon 
train and William Quantrill’s guerrillas together on the 
Kansas prairie on October 6, 1863, setting the scene for 
one of the war’s bloodiest episodes. —Kip Lindberg and 
Matt Matthews 


“A PERFECT PICTURE OF HELL” 


Captured en masse several times during the war, the men 
of the 12th Iowa were in a unique position to observe 
the deterioration of prison camp conditions during the 
war. —Ted Genoways and Hugh H. Genoways 


THE “BEST HATED MAN” IN THE ARMY: PART II 


From the opening of the Cracker Line to service on the 
western frontier, General William Babcock Hazen was an 
outstanding—and outspoken—soldier. 

—James R. Furqueron 
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West Point Museum Collection 


“Antietam” 
(“The Infantryman In Combat,” page 12) 


National Infantry Museum, Fort Benning, Georgia 


j “Union Assault On Confederate Works” 
(“The Changing Face of Battle,” page 34) 


“The Sentry” 
(“Arms And The Man,” page 44) 
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12 THE INFANTRYMAN IN COMBAT 
What was it like to be an infantryman in the Civil War? 
Reid Mitchell 


24 BACKGROUND TO BLOODSHED 
In many ways the lessons the U.S. Army learned in the 
Mexican-American War were highly misleading. 
Perry Jamieson 


34 THE CHANGING FACE OF BATTLE 
Technological changes rendered frontal assaults more 
often than not suicidal, but some commanders were 
slow to learn. Herman Hattaway 


44 ARMS AND THE MAN 


Exactly what were the changes that took place in 
infantry small arms, and what was their effect on the 
battlefield. Louis A. Garavaglia and Charles G. Worman 


58 FIELD FORTIFICATIONS 


Did the extensive use of field fortifications truly usher in 
a “new species of warfare?” David Lowe 


78 THE CIVIL WAR AND THE EVOLUTION 
OF INFANTRY TACTICS 


How did the evolution of Civil War infantry tactics 
relate to what had gone before and what came after? 
Keith Poulter 
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“Overland Campaign” 
Battle of Hanover Court House 
(“A Hot Time in ashland, page 24) 


Confederate Museum, University of Michigan 


Battle-Scarred Banner 
(“Battle Flag,” page 48) 


Emblem of the Abolitionist Cause 
(“A Regular Slave Hunt,” page 82) 
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14 CONFEDERATE STRATEGY CONSIDERED 


Was there a coherent Confederate strategy? Whose 
strategy was it? And what were its shortcomings? 
—David Eicher, Joe Harsh, Richard McMurry, 

Robert Tanner, Russell Weigley, and Steve Woodworth. 


24 AHOT TIME IN ASHLAND 


Three and a half weeks into the Overland Campaign, a 
Union cavalry brigade found itself surrounded and in 
acute danger of being destroyed. —Gordon C. Rhea 


38 WHY DID ABRAHAM LINCOLN CHOOSE WAR? 
Slavery had little to do with Abraham Lincoln’s 
determination to crush the secessionist states. 
—Jeffrey R. Hummel 


48 BATTLE FLAG 
The Confederate battle flag in historical perspective. 
—John M. Coski 


64 THE OTHER HIGH WATER MARK 


Four hundred and fifty miles southwest of Gettysburg, 

a stone wall runs along a ridge line. Lacking monuments, 
unmarked, and hardly visited, it nevertheless marks the 
high tide of the Confederacy in the west. 

—Kenneth W. Noe 


82 “A REGULAR SLAVE HUNT” 


Perhaps as many as several hundred free blacks and 
contrabands—men, women, and children—were seized by 
the Army of Northern Virginia during the Gettysburg 
Campaign, and taken into slavery. Was this the action of a 
few undisciplined units, or was it the settled policy of the 
army’s high command? —Ted Alexander 
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